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Pre-Medical

Questionnaire

2022
Please submit only via email by Friday, April 8, 2022 (in word format, not pdf).

One copy should be submitted to the Leverett Academic Coordinator (leverettcoordinator@fas.harvard.edu), and one copy should be submitted to your premedical advisor.

Letters of Recommendation:
By Friday, March 18, 2022, you must inform the premedical committee (via form to the Leverett Academic Coordinator, and also please email your list to your pre-medical advisor) which 3-5 letters (4-6 for MD/PhD) you would like us to include in your packet. Please be sure to discuss this with your pre-medical advisor. If you have trouble with the form or have questions, please email leverettcoordinator@fas.harvard.edu .  On the form, please list all the individuals you have asked to serve as referees (recommenders) to date—include letters already received by the Leverett House Office as well as letters that have been requested but not yet received. 
IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATION REMINDERS
· Arrange to have 3-5 letters of recommendation (MAX 6) sent to the house office via email. For MD/PhD, aim for 4-6 letters (MAX 8).  
· Each letter should recommend you for admission to medical school but it should not recommend you to a specific school.

· Each letter of recommendation must be accompanied by a Waiver of Access to Recommendation Form.  A letter cannot be used in any way without this signed waiver; so please request that your letter writers send their letters and waivers together in the same envelope   

· Letters can be sent via email, but must have original signatures, preferably be on official letterhead, and be received by the house office by Friday, April 8, 2022. 

· When contacting your letter writers, please include the Leverett Guidance to Recommenders.  In addition, you may also share the AAMC brochure which offers additional guidelines for writing a letter of evaluation for a medical school applicant.
Please see the Leverett Premedical Advising page for more information.   

Read this before answering the Questionnaire:


In the past, students have not appreciated the level of detail we expect of them in responding to the Pre-Medical Questionnaire.  We are better able to present your candidacy for medical school in the House committee letter if you give us as many specifics as possible.  Start to think about the questions early so that you can give us thoughtful, meaningful answers.  To guide your thinking, keep the following ideas in mind:

· When answering questions about an extracurricular activity associated with a specific campus or off-campus organization, the following information should be given:

(a) The name of the organization with a description of its purpose and the scope of its activities – e.g., Phillips Brooks House, a student-run social service organization at Harvard College which coordinates a number of volunteer projects with community groups in the greater Boston area.

(b) The nature of your responsibility with the organization, any offices or positions of leadership held, and what exactly you accomplished.

(c) The length and intensity of your involvement with the organization – both the total time spend, in years and months, and the amount of time spent weekly, where appropriate.

(d) What you gained from the activity.  If there is something you learned from the activity that has influenced your thinking about a career in medicine, please explain how and why.

· When answering the more philosophical questions concerning why you want to be a doctor, you must speak from your own personal experience, and you should be able to cite specific examples to back up your argument.  If you have given detailed responses to the more factual questions on the questionnaire, this should be fairly easy.  Statements about interest in medicine are far more credible when they are concretely based on what you know – on what you have learned about yourself from experiences and activities – rather than on speculation.

Use your discretion.  While we would like to see thoughtful and complete answers to every question, please realize that succinct yet informative answers are preferred to rambling discourses.  This approach will make it easier for your advisor to write your house letter.  It will also, more importantly, help you to clarify your thinking for all of the essay writing and interviewing that you will face during the application process.

Materials which must be in the House Office by April 8, 2022:

· At least three letters of recommendation (four for MD/PhD). The letters are due to the House office (via email) by Friday, April 8, 2022.  It is your responsibility to request recommendations early (allow 4-6 weeks lag time) and to make sure that the recommendations you have requested have arrived in the House Office. When requesting a letter of recommendation, you should give your recommender a copy of the Letter to Recommenders, the AAMC brochure, and a signed Recommendation waiver form.
Please ask your recommender to email letters to the Leverett House Academic Coordinator, Kim Gulko, at:   Leverettcoordinator@fas.harvard.edu
Please also ask recommenders to follow these guidelines when sending emails:

· Send from institutional email addresses (i.e. not Gmail, yahoo, etc.)
· Letters are scanned or a pdf in a legible format
· Letters and waiver forms include signatures as well as permissions checked off
· Letters should preferably be on official letterhead
· Subject line of email should include applicant name, if possible
· Two copies of a completed Pre-Medical Questionnaire.  The Questionnaire is due on April 8, 2022. One copy should be sent to the Leverett Academic Coordinator (leverettcoordinator@fas.harvard.edu) a second copy should be sent to your pre-med advisor.  Your committee letter cannot be written in a timely manner by your pre-medical advisor unless the Questionnaire has been turned in on time. (Please keep your document in word format, not pdf).
· A signed Committee Letter Waiver Form for the Dean’s letter, co-written by the Allston Burr Assistant Dean and several members of the Health Professions Advisory Committee.  Please email your completed form to leverettcoordinator@fas.harvard.edu. 

· An emailed list/document of the names and addresses of all the medical schools (AMCAS and non-AMCAS) to which you are applying.  Additionally, please complete this form. You should consult your advisor as to how many schools to apply to and how to make choices.

· Final List of Recommenders (only if there have been changes since the March 19th submission deadline)
· AMCAS ID number on EVERYTHING!
Basic Information
Name:








AMCAS ID:








Email Address:




Alternate Email:

School address and phone:



Home address and phone:

Summer address and phone (if known):

State of residence:

Mother’s name:



Occupation:


Degrees held and institutions:

Father’s name:




Occupation:


Degrees held and institutions:

Siblings (include ages and degrees held, if appropriate):

Relatives in medicine (medical school attended, current position):

High School Experience
High school(s) and location(s):

High school rank in class:

SAT scores:    V _____
M _____
W _____
SAT II (Achievement) tests taken and scores:

AP tests taken and scores:

High school academic awards:

High school activities (work experience, extracurricular or community activities):

What careers were you considering in high school?  If medicine, explain what your motivations were (continue on back if necessary).

Harvard Non-Academic Activities


In detail, discuss your non-academic activities in the following categories.  It is most helpful if you present each item chronologically.  For example, under sports you should discuss first-year sports activities followed by sophomore year activities, etc.  Remember to include, where appropriate:  leadership positions, number of years involved, amount of time spent weekly or monthly, point during the academic year when involved, etc.  Did you learn anything from the activity about yourself or about medicine?

1) Sports activities:

2) Involvement with campus organizations:

3) Involvement with community or religious organizations:

4) Employment (including work during the academic year and over the summer):

5) Volunteer work:

6) Other extracurricular activities and hobbies:

Harvard Academic Experience

Present concentration:

Previous concentration(s):

Expected date of A.B./Sc.B. degree:

Academic honors and prizes:

Fellowships applied for:

Fellowships received:

Date(s) you have taken or plan to take the MCAT:


If taken, scores:
	
	Score
	Percentile Rank of Score

	Chemical/Physical Foundations:
	
	

	Critical Analysis and Reasoning:
	
	

	Biological/Biochemical Foundations:
	
	

	Psych/Social Foundations of Behavior: 
	
	



Please note:  If you find out your scores in June, you will need to forward the information to the House Office as soon as you receive it.

Course Work with Grades
Refer to AMCAS guidelines for how to classify courses as Science (BCPM) and Non-Science
	School Year with Dates
	Semester
	Science Courses

Number, Title
	Grade
	All Other Courses

Number, Title
	Grade

	Freshman Yr.

Dates:________


	Fall


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Spring


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sophomore Yr.

Dates:________
	Fall


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Spring


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Junior Yr.

Dates:________
	Fall


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Spring


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Senior Yr.*
Dates:________
* If current senior, list tentative courses
	Fall


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Spring


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Summer School

 or Other

Dates:________
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Grade Point Average Computation

The formula is A+ or A = 4.0; A- = 3.7; B+ = 3.3; B = 3.0; B- = 2.7; C+ = 2.3; C = 2.0; C- = 1.7; D+  = 1.3; D = 1.0; D- = 0.7; E = 0.0.  A half course counts as four credit hours, a full course is eight credit hours.  Multiply each grade’s numerical equivalent by the number of credit hours.  Then add all of the credit points thus derived and divide by the total number of credit hours to compute the grade point average (GPA).  Pass/fail and credit/non-credit courses are excluded from this computation.  Once computed, put the GPA’s into the table below.

	Year
	Course Name - Science

(Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Math)
	Grade
	Course Name - All Others
	Grade
	Total GPA

	Freshman


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sophomore


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Junior


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Senior


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total GPA


	
	
	
	
	


Short Answer Questions

1) Why did you select your concentration?  In what ways has it fulfilled your expectations?  Does your choice of concentration relate to your choice of medicine as a career?

2) If you are a non-science concentrator, what evidence do you have that you will enjoy a science-based profession?  How do you expect your non-science concentration to contribute to your future development as a physician?

3) Have you done or do you plan on doing research work?  If so, explain your work (very briefly – where, with whom, what you studied, what your level of responsibility was, and any publications).

4)
If you intend to write a thesis, what is your subject?  Discuss the development of your interest in this area of research.  Who is your thesis advisor?

5)
What course or courses have most interested you?  Why?

6)
If you have taken any courses which are not self-explanatory, such as a “91r” course or independent work, please provide a brief description of the material covered.

7)
Discuss any weaknesses or problems in your academic record for which you can provide clarification or explanation.

8)
Please explain any discontinuity in your education (time off either during college or after graduation) and describe what you have done while out of school or since graduation.

9)   What was your favorite extra-curricular activity and why?

10)  What do you consider to be the best evidence of your leadership capacity / potential / accomplishments?
11)  What do you consider to be the best evidence of your commitment to community service?

12)  Medical schools are increasingly interested in knowing that you understand what clinical medicine entails on a practical level.  What clinical experience do you have, and how do you know that you want to commit yourself to clinical medicine (even if you plan on a research career)?

13)  Are you applying to MD/PhD programs? If so, explain why you are interested in the MD/PhD program and what fields you are considering for your PhD.

Personal Statement

In the previous sections, you have presented factual information concerning your academics, extracurricular activities, and interests in medicine.  What we would like you to do here is use this information to present a coherent statement of why you wish to become a doctor.  The essay’s perspective should be developmental, tracing and describing significant experiences and decisions that brought you to where you are today, at the threshold of a medical career.  Careful preparation of this essay will help you to write your (briefer) application essays and to prepare for interviews. Your premedical advisor can provide helpful feedback on your essay.
Important questions to address in the essay are:

1)
Why do you want to be a doctor?  Give the origins and a brief history of your interest in a career in medicine.

2)
What experiences have convinced you that this is the right career for you?  Was it working or volunteering in a clinical setting, helping people in a one-on-one relationship, or having an exciting experience in science?  What did you learn about yourself and about medicine from these experiences?

3)
What to you see yourself doing in ten years?  What are your career goals in medicine.  If you are planning to balance clinical medicine with medical research, how do you think you will try to strike this balance?

4)
What careers other than medicine have you considered?  Why have you turned away from these?
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